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Introduction to the Grand Union Canal Transfer

The Grand Union Canal Transferis a vital new scheme to bring water from the Midlands
to the Southeast. It's ajoint water transfer project between two water companies,
Severn Trent and Affinity Water, and the Canal & River Trust charity (‘the Trust’) who

are the owner and navigation authority of the canalsin England and Wales.

This booklet contains:

- Anintroductionto the
Grand Union Canal Transfer

— Asummary of the plans

Severn Trent

Severn Trentis one of the largest
regulated water and sewerage
companiesinthe UK, providing
water and waste services to

more than 4.5 million homes and
businesses in the Midlands, from the
outskirts of Bristol to the southern
suburbs of Sheffield.

TRENT

WONDERFUL ON TAP
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Affinity Water

Affinity Wateris the UK’s largest
water-only supply company.

It provides, on average, 950
million litres of watereach day to
more than 3.8 million peoplein
parts of Bedfordshire, Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire, Essex,
Hertfordshire, Surrey, the London
Boroughs of Harrow and Hillingdon
and parts of the London Boroughs

of Barnet, Brent, Ealing, and Enfield.

Affinity

guctransfer.co.uk

Canal & River Trust

The Trustis the UK’s largest canal
charity, caring fora 2,000-mile
network of historic canals and
navigablerivers, attracting 800
million unique visits to the network
and supporting 85,000+ waterway
dependentjobs. Its canal network
isused by more boats now than at
the peak of the Industrial Revolution
and connects many of the UK’s
urban andrural areas, providing
essential spaces for wildlife and
people, helping us all feel happier
and healthier. It manages several
existing water transfer schemes.

A Canal &

== RiverTrust

we’re consultingon

- Howyoucanrespondto
this consultation

— Next steps forthe scheme,
explaininghow and when
you’ll get further opportunities
to have your say

National Framework for
Water Resources

The Environment Agency published
the National Framework for Water
Resourcesin 2020, transforming
the way water companies plan
future water suppliesin England.
Its purpose is to promote
collaboration between companies
andregions to deliver a national
network of waterresources that
takes surplus water and supplies it
to areas with greaterdemand.
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About the scheme

We're working together to develop the Grand Union Canal
Transfer, which will secure future drinking water supplies, protect
the environment, ensure future water availability for canal
navigation, and unlock investmentin our communities.

The canal network has transported people
and goods forovertwo centuries andit’s
busiernow than ever before. More boats
and people are visiting, and living on or by
the canals, andit’s supporting waterway
dependent businesses. We now want
touseittohelp transferrecycled water
from the Midlands to the Southeast via the
Coventry, Oxford, and Grand Union canals
inaddition to theirnavigationrole.

Ourwater supplyisunderincreasing
pressure from population growth, the
effects of climate change, and the
aimtoreduce the amount of water
taken fromthe environment to protect
fragile ecosystems. This schemeis key
to delivering a sustainable and reliable
water supply for the future in the
Southeast andreducing ourreliance
onwater from other sources, including
unique chalk stream habitats. It will also

secure future water availability for canal
navigation.

We've developed the scheme through
the RAPID* Gated Process, whichwas
setup by ourregulators to oversee major
waterresources developmentlike the
Grand Union Canal Transfer. Through this
process we've made submissions to our
regulators setting out technical work
and assessments to explore the
feasibility and cost of the scheme.

The scheme would ultimately be
funded through Affinity Water customer
bills, butinaccordance with Ofwat’s
requirements (the waterindustry
regulator) we are exploring potential
options forathird-party entity to
finance, construct and operateit.

*RAPID stands for Regulators’ Alliance for Progressing Infrastructure Development. It’s an advisory board
made up of ourregulators and recommends to Ofwat (our economic regulator) on whether to continue
funding the development of strategic resource options
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This funding modelhas beenused on
otherprojects and Ofwat is keen that
we explore similar options for the Grand
Union Canal Transfer. We'll provide more
detail on this as the scheme develops.

We've been carrying out early work
overanumber of years to understand
how the transfer would work and what
infrastructure could be required to
facilitate it. We're now at a stage where
we can present more information on this
and we’d like yourhelp in developing
our proposals further.

Constructing
the scheme

Next steps

Strategic regional
planning for water
resources

Water Resources West and Water
Resources South East have
prepared and consulted on Regional
Plans, setting out details about water
supplies fortheirregion. These plans
both select the Grand Union Canal
Transfer scheme as anew regional
waterresources solution, to beinuse
by the early 2030s. Water company
plans are required to align with these
regional strategies.
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Potential benefits of the scheme
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Next steps

As well as the benefits of transferring water for customers, there are opportunities at many locations along the scheme to bring
furtherlong-termimprovements to the environment, local communities, canal customers and users. While we're still at a very
early stageinthe scheme’s development, we're exploring opportunities for additional benefits, by talking to you about the
scheme and understanding the potentialimpacts our plans may have on yourlocal communities and the environment.

For our water resources

o Strengthenthe UK’s water
infrastructure and create alegacy of
resilient waterresources to supply
customer drinking water and canal
navigation, for future generations.

For our environment

« Explore ways toleave the environment

in a better state thanwe find it by:

Enhancing biodiversity, including
Biodiversity Net Gain*.

Carrying out surveys to understand
what species are present.
Providing additional wetland
habitats to enhance the
environment and help manage
flows and alleviate potential floods.
Use the existing canalinfrastructure
sustainably toreduce the need
foradditionalinfrastructure to
transferwater.

228
For all our communities

o l|dentify enhancementsto the
recreational value of the canals
andlocal areas, for the benefit of
people visiting, living and working
onand by the canals.

« Improve theresilience and reliability of
our drinking water supply by recycling
readily available treated wastewater,
that’s transferred via the canal, and
then supplied to our customers’ taps.

e Supportjobsandthelocaleconomy,
during and after construction.

*Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)is a way of creating and improving natural habitats. BNG makes sure development
has ameasurably positive impact (‘net gain’) on biodiversity, compared to what was there before development.
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NSNS
NSNS
NSNS

For our canal users

o Deliverayear-round supply of
water from the Midlands to the
Southeast, andincrease theresilience
of the canals during times of drought
when the usual feed of water for
navigation would runlow.

o Explore waysto enhance the aging
canalinfrastructure along the route to
improve its resilience against climate
change, helping to secure itslong-
term sustainable future, keepingit
openand alive, resilient and safe,
and maximisingits value to people,
nature and the economy.

o Provide arevenue streamfor the Trust
through anew commercial arrangement
with the water companies, to enable
improvements to the existing canal
network and secure its benefits,
now andinthe future.
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hy do we need this scheme?

We need to protect our environment and maintain our water supply

Balancingincreasing demand for water while protecting and improving the environmentis essential. Our forecasts show
that Affinity Water willneed more waterin the future and that water willneed to come from new sources. The Southeast
ishome to eight key rivers, and dozens of rare, iconic chalk streams of internationalimportance. This scheme will transfer
waterto those areas historically supplied from chalk stream catchments, enabling more water to be leftin chalk streams.

We’re planning for the future

Wateris essential to our everyday life, wellbeing, and environment. It’s a precious resource and considering how we
manage our wateris vital to securing sustainable water supplies for the future and everyone who needs it. Without
action, the area that Affinity Water suppliesis facing a possible shortfall of 449 million litres a day by 2050.

Our populationis growing
The challenge to protect our future water suppliesis a national one and this scheme helps ensure existing customer
water supplies are maintained whilst accommodating future growth.

We need to preserve our canals for future generations

The Trust’'s 250-year-old canal network s being damaged by climate change events such as floods and droughts.
We’re investing in the resilience of the canal network for the benefit of communities, today and for future generations.
By transferring water through the canal network, we'llimprove water availability, asset resilience and biodiversity -
helping to keep the canals alive and open for navigation.

We’re experiencing more droughts and more frequent climate change events
Werisk needing more severe restrictions on how we use water unless we increase the amount of water we have
available. This scheme will allow us to provide a more resilient supply of drinking water to Affinity Water's customers.

Long-term planning to secure future water supply

The National Infrastructure Commission estimates that ‘additional water supply and demand reduction totalling
4,000 millionlitres per day should be delivered by 2050 - the equivalent of well over 22 million bathtubs of water.’
Providing new sources of wateris an essential part of the solution.

00 0000
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Constructing
the scheme

Next steps

Water Resource Management
Plans, or WRMPS, are statutory
documents that all water
companies must produce at least
every five years. They set out how
water companiesintend to achieve
asecure supply of water for their
customers, while protecting and
enhancing the environment.

Affinity Water and Severn Trent each
have theirown WRMP and within
that will collaborate on a strategic
resource option called the Grand
Union Canal Transfer.

Find out more about

Affinity Water’'s WRMP at:

© affinitywater.co.uk/corporate/
plans/water-resources-plan

Find out more about

Severn Trent’s WRMP at:

0 severntrent.com/about-us/
our-plans/water-resources-
management-plan

L5
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How our water system works

Where does our clean
water come from?

The water that comes out of yourtap
athome canbe sourced from many
locationsincludingrivers, groundwater
aquifers, reservoirs, and, in some
places, directly fromthe sea. The water
isthen cleaned or ‘treated’ toremove
contaminants from the atmosphere,
industry, oragriculture, to make sure
it's safe to drink.

How does clean water
get toourhomes?

Regardless of the water source
(groundwater, surface water orrecycled
water)it’s cleaned or ‘treated’ by water
companies. Teams of expert scientists
sample our water daily to make sure there
are no harmful substancesin the water.

Cleanwateris delivered to customers
through an extensive network of pipes,
underground storage tanks, and water
towers. From the storage facilities, it
moves into underground water pipes,
which carry water to tapsin yourhome.
Whenwe open the tap, the pressurein
the pipes pushes the water out.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

The safety and quality of our drinking
wateris, and always has been, our top
priority, and the water we provide is some
of the highest quality in the world. The
Drinking Water Inspectorate was formed
to provide independent reassurance on
the quality of this drinking waterin the UK.

Water recycling process

In going about our everyday lives, we use
alot of water for washing, cooking, going
to the toiletand much more. Together
with rainwater that runs off roofs and
roads, this wateris known as wastewater.

The wastewateris collected and goes
through arigorous treatment process
atawastewaterrecycling centre.
Afterthe final treatment, the recycled
wateris cleanand canbereturnedtoa
watercourse for the cycle torepeat.

The quality standard of final water put

into a watercourseis determined by

the Environment Agency and canvary
depending onthe water’s destination.

The water companies and Environment
Agency ensure the quality of the water.
Where there is aneed foravery high quality,
additional treatment to remove organic
matterand/or nutrientsisinstalled.

guctransfer.co.uk

Wateris tested at every part of its
journey to make sure thatit meets
high-quality standards.

Usingrecycled water (once treated to
drinking water standards) for customer
useis already happeningin some parts
of England as well as having along history
of usein Singapore, Australia and across
the USA.

Find out more at:
dwi.gov.uk/water-recycling/

Constructing
the scheme

Next steps
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A step-by-step overview of the scheme
This graphic provides an overview of how water

; Advanced Water
willbe recycled and transferred by the scheme. Treatment Plant

Birmingham

D ‘ Canal

%S,@
h,
G[Gr
Minworth
Wastewater
Recycling
Centre
Drinking Water
Treatment Plant
Affinity Water
Forillustrative purposes only; not to scale. Customers

*No untreated wastewater can enter the canal
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What are we proposing?

We'llneed a combination of new pipelines, water treatment
plants and otherinfrastructure, as well asinvestmentin the
canals to enable water to be transferred through them.

Asidentified through the WRMP process, Onceit’s beentransferred through the

we’re currently proposing to start our canal network, the water will be piped
scheme at the Minworth Wastewater from the canal, stored and treated
Recycling Centre near Birmingham, again atanew water treatment works,
where wateris planned to be transferred before being transferred as clean

via anew pipeline to Atherstonein drinking water into Affinity Water's
Warwickshire. It willthen beginits supply network for customers.

journey along the Coventry, Oxford

and then the Grand Union canals. To help youidentify the main areas of

the scheme, we've splititinto three
The water from Minworth’s Wastewater key sections which are shown on the
Recycling Centreis treatedrecycled map on page 14.
water, which would usually be discharged
into the River Tame. Under the scheme,
some of thisrecycled water will be You can view larger maps on our website
divertedto anew advanced water
treatment plant that will bringit to the
required quality for transfer through the
canal, and ensure the safeguarding of fish
and wildlife is maintained.

&0
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Constructing
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Have your say and getinvolved

We want youto help shape

our proposals at this early
stage. The views of people
living and working on and along
theroute, aswellasthose using
the canals forbusiness,
recreation, andleisure, are a
veryimportant part of how

the scheme willbe designed,
built,and maintained.

We're running our first public consultation
for sixweeks from Wednesday 11
September to Friday 25 October2024.
During this time you can find out more

about the scheme and provide your
input and views.

We’llbe holding a series of consultation
events and pop-up events at various
locations which will provide opportunities
to talktous and find out more about
some of the activities and proposed
enhancementswe’llneed for the scheme.

We’ve set these outin the table on
the next page.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

Why are we seeking
your views?

Hearing from our communities,
landowners, and other stakeholders

is acentral part of the processand we
encourage you to getinvolvedin this
transformative water transfer scheme to
secure and support future water supplies.
Your comments will help us understand
thelocalarea, and any potentialimpacts
our proposals may have onthe community
and the environment.

After the consultation, we'll carefully
consider all the community feedback
we’'ve received, as well as input fromlocal
authorities, environmental bodies and
otherinterest groups, and take this on
board to help shape our plans.

The feedback, and how we’ve listened
to this, willbe summarisedinareport
whichwe’ll publish on our website.
We’llbe holding another public
consultation next year to present
ourupdated proposals and provide
another opportunity to have your say
onthe scheme.

guctransfer.co.uk

How to take part

You can provide your comments and
feedback onourplans:

=)

Online: complete and submit a
feedback formon ourwebsite:
© www.guctransfer.co.uk/
haveyoursay

Email: email your feedback to
© contact@guctransfer.co.uk

£
£

Freepost: post afeedback
form orawrittenresponse to
Freepost GRAND UNION
CANAL TRANSFER

(no stamp required).

Any questions?

Contact the team by emailing us
at contact@guctransfer.co.uk

orby callinguson
01212705920
Monday - Friday, 9:00 -17:00

Next steps

If you or someone you know
has questions about the
project and would prefer

to speak to someone
directly, please callus on
®0121270 5920 and one
of ourteam will help you.

Accessibility

If you or someone you

know requires copies of

our consultation materials
inaccessible formats oran
alternative language, please
contactus using any of our
contact methods.

If you’d like a printed
copy of our consultation
brochure, feedback form
or any of our maps, please
calluson ®0121270 5920

12
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Larger community events where you can meet our technical experts, view large scale
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Pop-up events

Next steps

Smaller events along the canal to ask our team questions and take away material

Atherstone Saturday 21 September
Owen Street Community Arts Centre, Owen St, Atherstone CV91DG 11:00-15:00

Slapton Monday 23 September
Elizabeth Griffin Memorial Hall, Church Rd, Slapton, 16:00-20:00

Leighton Buzzard LU7 9BX

Eaton Bray Tuesday 24 September
Eaton Bray Methodist Church, Totternhoe Rd, Eaton Bray, 16:00-20:00
Dunstable LU6 2BD

Chaul End Wednesday 25 September
Lyons Community Centre, 33a Mallard Cres, Caddington, Luton LUT4FG  16:00 -20:00
Curdworth Friday 27 September
Curdworth Village Hall, 70 Coleshill Rd, Curdworth, 16:00 -20:00

Sutton Coldfield B76 9HH

Daventry Saturday 28 September
Daventry Community Centre, Ashby Rd, Daventry NN11OQE 11:00-15:00

Hurley Wednesday 2 October
Hurley Village Hall, 41 Knowle Hill, Hurley, Atherstone CV9 2JD 16:00 -20:00
Leighton Buzzard Friday 4 October

Astral Park Community Centre, Johnson Drive, Leighton Buzzard LU7 4AY 16:00-20:00

Great Brickhill Saturday 5 October
Great Brickhill Community Centre, Rotten Row, Great Brickhill, 11:00-15:00

Milton Keynes MK17 9BA

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document
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Fenny Stratford Junction Saturday 28 September
Opposite side of the canal from the Red Lion, 11 Lock View Ln, 9:30-12:30

Fenny Stratford, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK11BY

Grove Lock Saturday 28 September
Opposite side of the canal from the Grove Lock, Grove, Leighton 14:30-17:30

Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 OQU

Stoke Bruerne Lock Bypass Thursday 3 October
Near the Canal Museum, Stoke Bruerne, Bridge Rd, 10:30-13:30

Stoke Bruerne, Towcester NN12 7SE

Braunston Junction Friday 4 October

Near Union Canal Carriers, Dark Ln, Braunston, Daventry NN117H)J 10:30-13:30
Hawkesbury Junction Saturday 5 October
Near the Hawkesbury Junction Pump House, opposite side of thecanal ~ 9:30-12:30

from The Greyhound, Sutton Stop, Coventry CVé6 6DF

Hillmorton Locks Saturday 5 October
Opposite side of the canal from the Canalchef Cafe, Badseys Wharf, 14:30-17:30

The Locks, Hillmorton CV214PP

13
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To help you identify the main areas of the scheme, we’ve splititinto three key sections which will be explained in more detail later in this brochure. In summary:

7~

from Minworth near Birmingham to the
Coventry Canal at Atherstone - you
can find out more detail about this
sectiononpages15-24.
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Canal section: Transferring water along
the Coventry, Oxford, and Grand Union
Canals - you can find out more detail

Southern section: Transferring
water for storage and treatment,
and onward transfer to Affinity Water
customers near Luton - you can find
out more detail about this section on
pages 39-52.
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Key
@ Canal

== Pipeline northern
section

Pipeline southern
section
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You canview

larger maps on
our website
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to the Coventry Canal at Atherstone

We're proposing to start our scheme at the Minworth
Wastewater Recycling Centre near Birmingham, where
recycled wateris plannedto be transferred via a new pipeline
to Atherstone in Warwickshire. From here, it'll beginits journey
along the Coventry, Oxford and then the Grand Union canals.

Minworth Wastewater Recycling Centre
lies to the northeast of Birmingham
between the villages of Minworth and
Curdworth. It’s the city’s principle
wastewaterrecycling centre, treating
wastewateracross Birmingham and the
Black Country. In addition to using the
existing centre at Minworth, we'llneed to
build an Advanced Water Treatment Plant
(AWTP) onthe same site.

Choosing the location for the
Advanced Water Treatment Plant
We looked at variouslocations and
Minworth Wastewater Recycling
Centre was identified as the best
optionforanew AWTP.

Minworth was acknowledged as the
optimal place tolocate the new AWTP
from an environmental and supply

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

perspective - locating the site partly
within the exisiting works reduces
operationalrisk relating to flow,
transferand treatment.

Whenwe selected theland onthe
Minworth site to house the AWTP, we
hadto consider the future operational
needs of the Wastewater Recycling
Centreasawhole. The site needs to
remain flexible to accommodate future
impacts of population growth and
environmentalinitiatives and ensure it
cancontinue to treat the wastewater
from the Midlands accordingly.

Toread more about this
preparatory work, please see our
Site and Route Evaluation Report.

guctransfer.co.uk

Selecting the location of the
Advanced Water Treatment Plant

o2

L
AR

Q

Feasibility (2021 - 2022)

Working closely with the Environment Agency and the
Drinking Water Inspectorate we explored options for
treatment at Minworth. An outline solution was identified for
Affinity Water’s Water Resources Management Plan

Early review (January 2023)

Further engagement with the regulators and
the operational teams at Minworth looked into
treatment requirements and potential footprint

Understanding options (December 2023)
Working closely with the environment, land and
planning teams we looked furtherinto potential
areas to site the Advanced Water Treatment Plant

Site selection (April 2024)

Based on detailed operational review the proposed
location of the Advanced Water Treatment Plant
was chosen for consultation

16
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The new infrastructure

What will we need to
build at the site?

We're still developing detailed designs
forour AWTP but we expect the entire
footprint of the site will be around 150
metres by 280 metres. Within this area
we’llneed to site buildings, pipelines and
storage equipment as well as awetland
area. The tallest equipment willbe a
maximum height of 15 metres, but most
of our equipment will be lower than this.

We’llalso need to build a new pumping
station on the existing Minworth site

to transfer the water to Atherstone and
into the canal network.

This will pump water uphillalong the
buried pipeline, where water can’t flow
naturally via gravity andit’ll be placed

within the total footprint of the new AWTP.

[t'll mark the starting point for our
new pipeline.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
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How will we consider
the environment?

Ourteamis committed to improving
the environment, and we'll be delivering
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) on this
project. Possible optionsinclude
looking to create natural wetland sites.

Ourenvironmental work will also consider
potentialimpacts onlocal people from
constructionand operation, so we canlook
atopportunities to avoid orreduce these.

More details on ourapproach to the
environment, can be found on page 54.

guctransfer.co.uk
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Site location of AWTP at Minworth Wastewater Recycling Centre
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Why do we need an Advanced
Water Treatment Plant?

The water from Minworth Wastewater
Recycling Centre s highly treated,
recycled water, which would usually be
dischargedinto the adjacent River Tame.
To make sure the wateris of the right
standardto be transferred through the
canal network, some of thisrecycled
waterwill be diverted to anew AWTP.
This uses therequired standards of
technology to treat waterto an even
higher standard to protect the quality of

The advanced water treatment process

Granular activated
carbon & media
absorption*

L oy

Biological
activated
carbon filtration®

Flocculation &

. . Ozonation?
sedimentation’

the waterinthe canal. _ _
. . Water from Waterto

Pumping of the water to the canal will M _ _ _ _ outfall point at

stop at any point if there are any issues Wastewater ~ Pumping station & & Pumpingstation  sherstone

and the quality of treated water drops Eii{rce"”g i% 273—

below the required standards. 23 23

You canread more about the process on
pages8and9.

Treated backwash water :E

Q Wetlands®
Have your say!

0 A1 f " Flocculation and 2 Ozonation - this process 3 BAC Filtration - activated 4GAC/ Enhanced media 5 Wetlands - this nature-
We d “k? youto prIOV@e. eIy sedimentation - this breaks down organic carbon helps to develop absorption - thisis a final based solution provides
informationyou thinkis important to process reduces solid matterinto smaller abiological community stage of treatment that environmental and

inform the development of a detailed
designfor the site, including ways we

canmitigate any potentialimpacts to
the nearby communities.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

materials, phosphorus
and other particles as
the first part of the
treatment process.

guctransfer.co.uk

molecules which makes
treatment easier; it also
partially disinfects.

which then helps to
breakdown the organic
materials and

sand filters out any
solid materials.

removes some of the final
trace organic materials
and enhanced media

absorptionis an additional

treatment toremove

specific priority hazardous

substances.

economic benefitby
treating the backwash
materials and reducing
the use of chemicals and
pumping. ltalsohasthe
advantage of adding
anareaforfaunaandan
opportunity for social
value forlocalresidents.
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Choosing the route for the pipeline

To move the water from our
proposed new AWTP to the
canal network, we looked
atlots of different options.
Thisincluded connecting to
the canal closerto Minworth,
aswell as several different
potential pipeline routes.

Toread more about this
preparatory work, please see our
Site and Route Evaluation Report.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

Northern section -
our proposals

Selecting routes for the pipeline

guctransfer.co.uk

Canal section - Southern section - Our commitment Constructing
our proposals our proposals to the environment the scheme Next steps

If there is anything you think we

should have consideredin our
early work to identify a preferred
corridor, let us know.

Feasibility (2021 - 2022)

We looked at different ways to transfer the water (the different combinations of pipeline and canal) as well
asroutes east and west from Minworth. The route across to Atherstone was assessed as the best option.
An example pipeline from Minworth to Atherstone was identified for Affinity Water's Water Resources
Management Plan

Early review (January 2023)
We furtherreviewed potential pipeline corridors from Minworth to Atherstone looking at the overall route

Understanding options (December 2023)
We plotted routes to consider impacts on the environment, engineering suitability,
land and planning considerations and costs to customers

Detailed assessment (July 2024)

We began some early surveys with ecologists, and pipeline contractors to identify potential obstacles
onthe ground. The overall corridor was confirmed for consultation with two options identified for
connecting to the canal near Atherstone
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More information about the pipeline and outfall

The pipeline willbe
approximately one metre

in diameter and at this stage, we
expectit willbe made from steel.
Typically, it willbe buried to a
minimum depth of 1.2 metres from
the top of the pipe. You canread
more about how we’d construct a
pipeline on page 58.

We propose to construct the
pipeline within our preferred
corridor, which varies in width. As
the project develops, and we come
back to communities for further
consultation, we’ll have defined
anarrower route that will

represent more closely where

we expect the pipe to run.

*Alevel-controlled break pressure tankis a store of water, which acts as a break between the ‘pumped’

The first 15 km of our pipeline
will be uphill, rising to a high
point roughly 5 kmto the west
of Atherstone. At this point, the
water will flow through a buried
level-controlled break pressure
tank* south of Merevale and be
transported via gravity for the
remaining 5 km, to an outfall
pointinto the Coventry Canal at
Atherstone.

The outfall will be housed

ina small building on the

side of the canal. The pipe enters
underground while energy recovery
turbines will be housedin the
building. The water willmove from
the pipe to atank and then outinto
the canalvia aweir structure. We'll
also have monitors to measure

the flows goinginto the canal to
ensure no disruption to navigation
orwildlife.

section of the pipeline to the west, and the ‘gravity’ section of the pipeline in the east. Thisis buried
infrastructure that controls the flow rate of water entering the canal.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document
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The pipeline corridor

We've identified aroute for our buried
pipeline to connect the scheme from
Minworth to the canal network. The current
corridoris the widest possible areawe
wouldroute the pipe withinandis typically
around 200 metreswide. Thisis to help us
route around any constraints we haven'’t
yetidentified. Following feedback from
this consultation and further technical
assessments, we'llrefine ourroute and
narrow our corridor to alikely 50m width
forournext consultation.

We’ve considered several
important factors for where
the corridor will be, including:

o Interfaceswith existinginfrastructure
« Potentialimpact onlocal communities
o Built-up areas or sensitive buildings
o Areas protected fortheir habitats
and species
« Areasthatare vulnerable to flooding
¢ Localandnational heritage
« Locationstoaccess the canalnetwork
¢ Wholelife carbon costs and use
of materials

To make the decision as to where

we place the pipeline within the
preferred corridor, we want to find out
yourviews at this consultation, and
we’llbe having ongoing discussions
with landowners. We'll also conduct
more surveys to build on the work we've
already carried out and to allow us to
understand more about the local area

it willbe placedin. This will allow us to
strike abalance between the competing
factors we have to consider.

As our plans develop, we'llupdate you
on thisimportant decision at our next
consultation.

To read more about this
preparatory work, please see our
Site and Route Evaluation Report.

We'dlike youto tellusif there’s
anything you think we need to
considerinthe local area as we refine
our proposed pipeline corridor route

between Minworth and Atherstone.
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Minworth to Atherstone proposed infrastructure - this map shows the new infrastructure we’ll need in this area.
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Connecting to the canal near Atherstone

Ourearly routing work has identified two potential options for connecting to the canal near Atherstone. Option1is a route from ColeshillRoad across a section of Atherstone Golf Course,
tomeet the canal outside of the town. Option 2 would continue along ColeshillRoad to meet the canal where it crosses the road. These two options are set out in detail on the next page.

Key
/ Campus @@= Canal
Option 2 & tmeol 1.1 Northernpipeline corridor for
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Option 2 pipeline corridor
ColeshillRoad

We’dlike you to tellus anything
you feelisimportant to the
location of the pipeline, to help

us keep the width of the corridor
to aminimum and determine a
definedroute. We’dalso like to
hearyourviews on ourtwo options
near Atherstone to connect to the
outfalllocation (see pages 23 and
24 formore information).

Option1
outfall location

Option1pipeline corridor
Atherstone Golf Course
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Option1 Atherstone Golf Course

Pipeline routes

Description

This route runs the pipeline off
ColeshillRoad, across the northeast
corner of Atherstone Golf Course,
to an outfall along the eastern edge
of the golf course.

Although thisroute has several
ecological constraints, it eliminates
the closure of the residential section
of ColeshillRoad, reducing significant
residential disruption.

Residential impact

Option1has alimited residential impact,
where the pipeline is constructed away
from properties. This optionisless

likely to involve significantroad closures
and associated traffic diversions.

The construction of the pipeline will
temporarily impact Atherstone Golf
Course, whichis apopulararea used
by localresidents, andincludes
several public footpaths. We’ll explore
options to minimise these impacts.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

Ecologicalimpact

Although we’ll strive to route the
pipeline to minimise ecologicalimpact,
it's likely that this route would require
some tree and vegetationlossin this
area. We'll continue to carry out the
technical work to understand exactly
what tree and vegetation removal will
be required, and we’ll provide more
information as the design develops.

We're considering opportunities to

improve biodiversity on the golf club land.

Construction

The construction of the new pipeline will
have alimited impact onlocal residents.
However, aworking area would be
needed to construct the pipeline,

with the creation of a haulage road, a
storage area and construction site.

Atherstone Golf Course

The construction of the pipeline will
temporarily impact the golf course
accessroads, off Coleshill Road.

guctransfer.co.uk

Potential outfall locations

The outfall locationis where the water
will enter the canal network.

Description

Under this option, the outfall (the
point where the water enters the
canal)islocated on the western bank
of the canal, on the northeast side

of the golf course.

Residentialimpact

There may be disruption during the
construction period to residential
propertiesin the immediate area.
We willengage with residents and
look to mitigate potential impacts.

Ecologicalimpact

As with the pipeline route, there are
several ecologicalissues to overcome
to access this site.

Construction
Thereis alarge and level working
areaforconstruction.

Thereis a possibility toreduce
construction traffic using the canal
to transport construction materials.
However, as outlined above there are
anumber of ecological constraints
to overcome, for construction traffic
to access this area.

Canalimpact

As the canalis widerin this location, it
may be possible to maintain the flow
of boat trafficin this area during the
construction of the outfall. If we do
need to close orrestrict the canal
during construction of the outfall
then this will be planned to minimise
disruption to canal users.
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Pipeline corridor options

Pipeline routes

Description

This option continues the pipeline
routing along ColeshillRoad, to an
outfall locatedin Atherstone, onland
owned by the Trust.

Residential impact

ColeshillRoad is aresidential road with
on-street parking. This road would
need to be closed for a significant
period of time, whilst construction was
completed along this section.

It's likely that Atherstone Golf Course
and the associated public footpaths
willremain open throughout the
construction period and we’ll work
closely with the golf club to minimise
any disruption.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
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Canal section -
our proposals

Ecologicalimpact
There are no ecological constraints on
this alternative route.

Construction

This option would involve significant
utilities diversions which could add
anincreasedroad closure period.
There would be good access to this
location for construction materials and
equipment. However, thisinvolves the
closure of a section of ColeshillRoad,
that goes through Atherstone town.

Atherstone Golf Course

The construction of the pipeline will
impact the Atherstone Golf Course
accessroad, off ColeshillRoad, where
itrequires the closure of a section of
ColeshillRoad.

We’llwork closely with the golf club to
minimise any disruption to the business
and ensure access is maintained as
much as possible.

guctransfer.co.uk
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to the environment

Potential outfall locations

Description

Underthis option, the outfallis located
onthe western bank of the canal at
Atherstone, close to the intersection
between ColeshillRoad and the canal.

Residential impact

The outfallisin close proximity to
residential properties, and may cause
disturbance during the construction
period. We're carrying out the technical
work to understand exactly what this will
mean, and we'll provide more information
asthe design develops.

Ecologicalimpact
There are no ecological constraints
associated with this option.

Construction

Thereis direct highway access to
this location. Existing sewers are
likely to require diversionin order
to facilitate this work.

Constructing
the scheme

Next steps

However, both the access route and
the working areain this locationis
limited, as the area is constrained
by existing development.

Canalimpact

As the canalis narrow in this section,
it's likely that we'llneed to restrict

or close it temporarily during the
construction of the outfall. We would
plan this to minimise disruption to
canal users.

]

We’dlike you to tell us anything you
feelisimportant to the location of
the pipeling, to help us keep the
width of the corridor to a minimum
and determine adefined route.

Have your say!

We’d also like to hearyour views on
our two options near Atherstone to
connect to the outfalllocation.
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Transferring water along the Coventry,
Oxford, and Grand Union canals

Our canal network is unique.

It's one of the finest examples

of working industrial heritage
inthe world.

[t brings nature and green and blue space
to millions up and down the country and
has transported people and goods for
over two centuries. We now want touse
itto help transfer highly treated recycled
water from the Midlands to the Southeast.
In addition to providing drinking water, the
scheme willalsoimprove the resilience of
the canalnetworkinthe process.

Overseveral years we've carried
out extensive technical studies to
understand where new infrastructure

might be needed to support the scheme.

Toread more about this
preparatory work, please see our
Site and Route Evaluation Report.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

Selecting the engineering works on the canals
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Feasibility (2021 - 2022)

Based on the section of canal identified at this stage to be involved in the transfer of water,
detailed hydraulic and environmental monitoring was started. Early findings were used to indicate
possible engineering solutions identified for Affinity Water’s Water Resources Management Plan

Further assessments (January 2023)

We continued with the ecological, water quality and hydraulic monitoring to better understand the
canal system, and how a proposed transfer would impact upon navigation, water levels, velocity,
ecology and otherkey indicators

Understanding options (December 2023)
The design teams identified the potential engineering solutions required as aresult of the surveys
and monitoring undertaken

Refining (July 2024)

We have continued to assess the potential engineering solutions and, whilst we have confirmed
broadlocations for some of the key elements, which we will share as part of the consultation,
further work continues and designs will be influenced by the responses we receive
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Managing impacts on the canal

To help the wateralongits way and to ensure that our
water transfer doesn’t adversely affect the navigationand
recreational use of the canal network, we'llneed to build some

new equipment such as pumping stations and gravity bypasses,

alongside adapting some of the existing structures.

We’'llalso need toraise the banks of the
canalinsome places alongtheroute to
accommodate the additional water flows
(youcanread more about this on page 31).

As we continue to assess the location
and design of the work to the canal,
we'llbe working out the best way to
reduceimpactsinyourlocal area.
We'llbe engaging with communities
and people living and working on and
alongtheroute, as well as those using
the canal for business, recreation and
leisure as the project design develops.

Sites of historic interest

We're also working closely with

Historic England (along with experts
within the Trust) to ensure proposals
take account of and protect the canal’s
historic features and setting.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

Water flow

Althoughwe'll be transferring additional
waterin the canal, we don'texpect the
flow of water running through the canals
toincrease noticeably. By following Canal
& RiverTrust guidance, we'llensure that
water flow speeds through structures
remain below a maximum of 0.3 metres
persecond. The flow range willmostly

be belowthe maximumrates.

To prevent the flow surpassing these
levels, forexample, at narrow points
atbridges, we’llensure appropriate
bypasses are constructed to keep the
speed of the water suitably low and
keep the canal operating as normal.

guctransfer.co.uk

Using equipment such as pumps and
gravity bypasses willmake sure wateris
transferred ina controlledway, and ata
sufficiently slow speed, to keep the canal
operational forusers, as well as to not
impact wildlife.

Water will be treated at a new AWTP at
Minworth prior to it entering the canal,

and this process will be regulated by the
Environment Agency to ensure the water
quality is suitable for the canal. Should the
Trust, Severn Trent or Affinity Water have
any concernsregarding the quality of the
waterto be transferredinto the canals,
the supply willbe suspendeduntil the
concerns canbe addressed.

Water flows will be monitored by sensors
atthe points we transfer water to the
canaland abstract the water, and along
regular pointsin the canal to make sure
water levels are maintained.

As part of our commitment to make
aslittleimpact on the environment as
possible during the construction and
operation of the scheme, we're also
considering areas where fish spawn,
placesjuvenile fish gatherandtheimpact
on otherwildlife such as mammals

and birds, inand along the canal.

Constructing
the scheme

Next steps

Mooring sites

We may need to temporarily

close mooring sites as part of the
work we'llbe carrying out. Where
thisisneeded, we'llreplace lost
mooring space with temporary
sites until the original moorings
canbere-instated and will take
the opportunity to upgrade and
improve moorings where possible.
Should we need to permanently
relocate any moorings, we'll consult
with canal users onthe
bestlocations for these.

Have your say! I:"l

We’d like to understand your

views. Let us know if you have

any comments on how we are
considering the flow of water, orany

information that will help us identify
otherpotentialimpacts onthe canal.
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The new infrastructure along the canal

The historic character, landscape and visualimpact of
the canal network will be carefully considered during our

Example of existing pumping station How does a pumplng
station work?

The process involves several steps:

development of the scheme’s design. Any new canal
infrastructure will be designed to be appropriate and to
make a positive contribution to the canal environment.

These pages describe the types of
infrastructure we will need to build along
the canal. The maps on pages 34-38
show where we currently think

this equipment will be located.

Pumping stations

Pumping stations are acommon feature on
the existing canal network. They're typically
smallbuildings, used by the Trust to allow
water that flows downhill, forexample
through operation of the locks, to be
‘reused’ back uphilltohelp ensure that the
canaldoesn’trundry. They also move water
fromareas of surplus to areas of need.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

How many will we need?

The Grand Union Canal Transfer may
need up to seven new pumping stations
(and associated underground pipes for
bypasses)along the route. These will
be neededwhereit’'snecessary forthe
water to flow uphill, bypassing existing
locks and lock flights (a series of locks
together,used when a canal must make
achangeinlevel that can’t be achieved
by asingle lock).

We'lldecide on their siting, alignment
and designbased onthelocalareaand
ease of operational access.

The type and style of pumpswe’lluse
will be part of our ongoing design work
and we’ll provide more details on them
and theirassociated buildings as our
scheme design develops.

guctransfer.co.uk

Step 1: Waterenters aweir,

known as aninlet. This helps
maintain water levels downstream
inthe canal, diverting water
safelyinto apump chamber.

Step 2: Pumps will adjust
theirstrength to match the
level of incoming flow.

Step 3: Waterwillenteran
underground pipeline (typically
700mmin diameter) and will
travel from the pumping station
adjacent to the canal uphill
around alock, beforeiit
re-enters the canal.

Step 4: Wateris put backinto

the canal at aweir outlet. This

willlimit the turbulence and speed
of the water asitre-enters the
canal, to ensure safety of boat
users and reducing the risk of
sediment disturbance.

28



Introduction Northern section - Southern section - Our commitment Constructing
to the scheme Have your say our proposals our proposals to the environment the scheme Next steps

Designing the new
pumping stations |:_|
We'll design our proposals foreach Have your say!
specificlocation, takinginto account
various factors, forexample, ease of
access, and heritage considerations such
as listed buildings. As we refine our plans,
we’ll seek to minimise the impact at each
pumping location where possible and
take appropriate measures if mitigations
arerequired. The new pumping stations
could be housedinnew buildings, or within
existing buildings owned by the Trustinthe
vicinity, if possible. If we do need anew
pumping station building, we’llneed an
areatypically 7 metres by 8 metres.

Example of existing pumping station

We've presented locations where
we thinkwe’llneed to locate
pumping stations (see pages 34 to
38). We'd like you to tell us anything
you feelisimportant forus to know
about these areas that could help

us as we develop our plans for the
pumping stations along the canals.
Forexample, any information to

help reduce potentialimpacts from
the new equipment through our
design, or to plan our constructionto
minimise disruption.

Designs for pumping stations willbe
thoughtfully developed to appropriately
respond to the character of the local
area, and to make a positive contribution
to thelocal canallandscape. We'll
develop the proposals we have for our
pumping station designs and present
them at our next consultation.
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Gravity bypasses

Gravity bypasses already exist along

the canalnetwork. They’'re used by

the Trust to help move water through

the canal network where gradientis a
challenge to the natural flow. This avoids
the lock gates having to act asweirs to
balance waterlevelsin the upstream and
downstream pounds*.

We'llneed to build new gravity bypasses
to allow the water to flow downhill past
individuallocks orlock flights (groups of
locks close together). These will be built
within the canal bank and will be largely
underground to minimise visualimpact.

Toaccommodate additional waterin
the canal, we'llalso need toinvestin
bypass pipes to transfer the flow around
locks and reinstate the canal width, to
incorporate minimalincreases in flow at
narrow points along the canal, such as at
bridges. Thisis to ensure they'reinline
with the Trust’s design and operating
standards. It’s vital that navigation and
operations atlocks aren’timpacted so
these interventions will help to ensure the
regular operation of the canal network.

*Apoundis the length of a canal between
two locks.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
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How does a gravity
bypass work?

Step 1: Water flows down the
canalNorthto South untilit
reaches alocationwhere it needs

to flow downhill past alock or
flight of locks.

We're still carrying out the technical
work to determine exactly what work
isrequired and appropriate design
solutions foreach site and we'll provide
more information as the design
develops. Where towpaths may

need to be temporarily closed during
construction, we'llfind solutions to
minimise disruptionas much as possible,
and we’llexplore the best options as
the design work progresses.

Step 2: Waterwillenter the
bypass via a weir structure built
into the canal bank, flow through a
pipe and bypass the lock, or flight
of locks.

Step 3: Waterre-enters the canal
furtherdown, via a similar weir
structure to the entry point.

We've presented locations where
we think we’llneed to locate gravity
bypasses (see pages 34 to 38).
We’dlike you to tellus anything

you feelisimportant for us to know
about these areas that could help

us as we develop our plans for the
gravity bypasses along the canals.
Forexample, any information to help
reduce potentialimpacts fromthe
new equipment through our design,
orto planour construction

to minimise disruption.
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Increases to the canal bank
and towpath levels

Most of the canal banks won’t need to
be raised during the development of the
scheme. However, in some places we
may need to carry out bank and towpath
raising toaccommodate the small
increasesinthe waterlevel of the Grand
Union Canal Transfer. The maximum bank
levelincrease would be around 400mm
butinmost casesit willbe muchless than
this. We're still carrying out the technical
work to understand exactly where bank
raising will be required and by how much
the banks willneed to be raised, and
we'll provide more information as the
designdevelops, including talking to
landowners who may be affected.

How will we raise the canal banks?
We'lluse arange of techniques (based
on methods currently used by the Trust),
toraise the level of the canal bank,
depending onlocation, and existing
canal edge andits condition.

Northern section - Canal section -
our proposals

our proposals

The character of each section of canal,
includingits location, heritage, ecology,
and sense of place, willbe considered
and this will help to determine the
appropriate solution. Where towpaths
may need to be temporally closed during
construction, we’'llfind solutions to
minimise disruptionas much as possible.

We’ll provide more details on this at
our next consultation.

Atlocations where bank raising is
needed, we'llalso make improvements
where we can to the towpath, provide
facilities for boaters such as mooring
sites, rings etc., and improve local
towpath access points. We’'llalso
enhance habitats where possible and
carry out otherwork to help improve the
canal’sresilience to climate change.

While there may be some temporary
disruption during construction of bank
raising, once complete, there’llbe no
significantimpact on navigation orthe
recreational use of the canal.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
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Work to bridges

We're investigating if there are any
bridges along the route where work

may be needed toraise the headroom
between the expected waterlevel and
the underside of the bridge. We'lldiscuss
any required adaptations to bridges with
therelevantlocal stakeholders as the
designdevelops and consult onthese

at the next consultation.

Where work to bridges is required,
asensitive and appropriate design
solution will be developed, to ensure
the character of the canalis protected
(orimproved)and the navigation and
towpath useisnotadversely affected.

Control and waste weirs

As the scheme will transfer additional
waterin the canal, controland waste
weirs willbe used toaccommodate
waterlevelrises and prevent water
loss to surrounding watercourses. It's
expectedthat we’llneed to make small
improvements and repairs to over 50
existing controland waste weirs.

We’ll provide more detail on all the
proposed infrastructure along the
canal at our next consultation.

Grand Union Canal Transfer guctransfer.co.uk
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The importance of Daventry and
Draytonreservoirs for the scheme

The Trust’s existing reservoirs at Daventry and Drayton will
play animportant roleinthe Grand Union Canal Transfer.
Thesereservoirs are currently used as supply reservoirs,
helping to manage water levels in the canal network and

sustain navigation.

Additionally, bothreservoirs are popular
forarange of recreational activities,
including fishing, open water swimming,
water sports, walking and nature watching.
Thereisalso a children’s playground and
café at Daventry Country Park whichis
used regularly by the local community.

Under our current plans for the scheme,
we're proposing to send waterinto these
two reservoirs to keep them fuller for
longerso that water canbe used tokeep
the canals topped up throughout the year,
creating greaterresilience for the canals
anditsusers.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

This will be particularly helpful during
drierconditions, aswellas at times when
Minworthisn'tdischarging waterto the
systemto transfer, orif we are not able to
take water fromalong the canal system
north of thesereservoirs. The water
movement through the reservoirs will also
help toimprove the overallwater quality.

Thisimproved resilience will benefit
boththe canalandits users, as well
as Affinity Water’s customers.

Daventry Country-Park

guctransfer.co.uk
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We'd like you to tell us anything you
feelisimportant about the reservoirs
that we need to consideras the
design for the scheme progresses.
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*If the site near Bletchley for the water treatment works and storage is selected, this would mean pumping stations at Stoke Hammond, Soulbury Three Locks and

Leighton Lockwould notbe needed. See page 45 for more information
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Transferring water to Affinity Water customers

Afterit'sbeentransferred
through the canal network,
the waterwillbe piped from

the canal, stored, and treated £ E : \ We'd like you to tell us anything

againata new water treatment : . you feelisimportant on all 23 sites.
y - You canread more about these

works, to bring the waterup to ;. sites in the Site and Route

drinking water standards. EvaluationReport.

We'llaim to select a preferred site by
considering feedback at this consultation,
discussionwithlandowners, and further
technicaland environmental work. We've
identified 23 site options where the works
couldbelocated. We've carried out more
detailed work onthree sites (and you can
read more about how we identified these
sitesonpages 41to 46).

Once we'veidentified which of these sites
toprogress to the next stage of design,
we'lldevelop more detailed plans to share
withyou at our next consultation. We'lluse
feedback at this consultation, along with
further discussions withlandowners, and
detailed environmental and technical work
tohelp usidentify our preferred site option.
Overthe next few pages you canread more
about the equipment that willbe needed
tostore and treat water, and where this
equipment couldbelocated.

Grand Union Canal Transfer guctransfer.co.uk 40
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|ldentifying potential sites for
water treatment and storage

|dentifying a site forthe new
water treatment works and
water storage at the southern
end of the Grand Union Canal
Transferhasbeena challenging
and complex process.

Theregionis constrained by existing
communities and environmental
designations, such as nationallandscapes.

This section sets outhow we have
identified sites across the Leighton Buzzard
andMiltonKeynes area for potential
development of the works, and which of
these sites appearto be more suitable for
that development. This processis ongoing
andincludesregularback-checkingto
make sure updatedinformation about
sitesistakeninto account. We'd like your
comments onthe process we've followed,
andtheresults of the more detailed
assessmentwe carried out onthe siteswe
think may have more potential.

To read more about this preparatory
work, please see our Site and Route
Evaluation Report.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

e

Reviewing potential sites for water treatment and storage

000

guctransfer.co.uk

Feasibility (2021 - 2022)

An abstraction location from the canallocated at a point to the north of Tring was identified as the most
suitable optionin environmental terms based on feedback from the Environment Agency. An example
site for the treatment works was then used for costing purposes in Affinity Water’s Water Resource
Management Plan

Further assessments (January 2023)
As planned, we also reviewed a number of potential sites south of Leighton Buzzard,
and assessed these sites environment, engineering, land & planning grounds

Widening the search (December 2023)

We looked to see which of these potential sites could be adapted or modified to improve their potential,
and also explored a wider area to include north of Leighton Buzzard (needing to stay near to the canal)

to identify alternative potential sites

Detailed assessment (July 2024)
Ourreviews identified 23 possible locations. Ahead of this consultation, we have also carried out some
more detail assessments on three of these 23 site options, which we think may have greater potential

41
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Initial evaluation of 23 potential sites for water treatment and storage
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Reasons why sites were considered to have less
potential (or whether progressed for further
assessment)

Site Evaluation

Planning

Progressed as a site with greater potential
Pooraccessibility

Pooraccessibility

Planning and environment

Planning and environment
Pooraccessibility

Progressed as a site with greater potential
Engineering

Planning and environment
Pooraccessibility

Pooraccessibility

Pooraccessibility

Pooraccessibility

Planning and environment

Progressed as a site with greater potential
Planning

Planning and environment

Planning and environment

Planning and environment

Planning and environment

Engineering

6000000000000 0000HOROO

Planning and environment

Please tellusif you think there’s

anything we’ve missed orneed
to considerwhenlooking at the
potential suitability of a site.
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Site selectionso far

Having identified search areas and possible sites for the
water storage and water treatment works, we assessed
theirpotential foruse as part of the scheme.

We've assessed the engineering,
environment, planning andland challenges
and opportunities relating to the sites,
enabling us toidentify which sites have
constraints that may make themunsuitable
fordevelopment, and which are the sites
whichmay have greater potential.

We've taken aninitial view on the suitability
of the 23 sites we originally identified.
The work hasincludedlooking at:

« Engineering - a site’s ability to
accommodate the necessary water
storage and/orwater treatment works,
considering the site size, shape,
topography, geology and existing
constraints on and around the sites.

» Planning - we've consideredlocal
and national planning designations
and policiesrelating to the sites and
their surroundings, and current and
emerging development proposals for
those sites where they are known.

*The DCO processis explained on pages 61and 62

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

Environment - environmental
constraintsinclude landscape,
ecology, historic features and the
water environment, alongside their
proximity to nearby communities,
residents and community facilities.
Accessibility has also been
considered, including the need for
road access during construction
and subsequent operation.

Land - whether potential sites have

any specialland designations,
suchascrownland, orinclude
public openspace.

To date, this assessmenthas been
mostly desk based, supplemented
with some site visits. Ecological and
engineering site-based surveys
have notyet been completed and
engagement with potentially
affectedlandownersis continuing.

guctransfer.co.uk
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From the work undertaken to date we
have taken aninitial view on the three sites
that could have greater potential - these
are shown on page 44. The remaining 20
sites are considered to have less potential
forthereasons shown onthe map onpage
42. More information on the sites and our
evaluationto date canbereadinour

Site and Route Evaluation Report.

Further engineering design work,
environmental and technical
assessments, and engagementis being

Great-crested newt(female)

Constructing
the scheme

Next steps

undertaken on the three sites which may
have greater potential. Thisinformation,
togetherwith the outcomes from this
consultation will help the scheme to
select preferred site options to take
forward as part of the DCO process*.
There will be further consultation and
engagement on preferred sites and the
detailed proposals for their development
before any DCO applicationis submitted.
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Sites which may have greater potential
Following the site evaluation process that’s been undertaken, we've identified three sites that may have more potential for water treatment and storage.
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Site Evaluations for the
Water Treatment Works
(WTW) and water storage.

The three sites that we think may have
more potential have been subject
tomore detailed evaluations of
environmental aspects, land, planning
and engineering, and we've presented
the findings of that evaluationin the
table opposite.

We're stillat an early stage in our work
andthese sitesare notbasedon
detailed designs. They are broad areas
within which we think we could site the
development. More work, whichincludes
further engineering and environmental
assessments, landowner discussions and
consultation, isrequired.

*The water treatment works at Site P
assumes the water storage would be
located west of Slapton and east of the
Grand Union Canal as per Site H. Any
impacts arising from providing storage
on Site Hwould need to be consideredin
combination with the impacts identified
for Site P.
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Summary « Watertreatment works and water Water treatment works and water « Watertreatment works would be
storage would be located on the same storage would be located onthe located east of Leighton Buzzard, to
site, southeast of Bletchley and south same site, west of Slapton and the north of the A505, with residential
of the A416. Galley Lane runs east of the east of the Grand Union Canal. and commercial areas of Leighton
site, and the village of Great Brickhillis Buzzard to the north and west.
located to the southeast. « Thewaterstorage would be located

on the site near Slapton (site H).

Planning « Sitesits outside the Green Belt, butis Site sits outside the Green Belt, butis «  Watertreatment works site is

considerations

within the countryside and a designated
Area of Attractive Landscape.

Site is within a Nature Improvement
Areawhere developing biodiversity is
promoted alongside minimising visual
impacts and protecting local amenities.
Opportunities to promote recreational
benefits around the water storage, due
toitslocation close to residential areas,
south of Milton Keynes.

within the countryside and a designated
Area of Attractive Landscape.

Siteis close to Slapton, Bury Farm
Equestrian Centre and several
properties. There are Public Rights

of Way within the site.

Potential for constructionimpacts on
localroads due to the location of the
site near Slapton.

Opportunities to integrate water
storage within the countryside and
develop recreational and conservation
opportunities.

located within the Green Belt.

« Watertreatment works site is within

aNature Improvement Area, where
developing biodiversity is promoted
alongside minimising visualimpacts
and protectinglocal amenities.

« Watertreatment works siteislocated
close to aproposednew energy park.
« Landforoutdoorsportsand open

spaceislocatedto the north of the
water treatment works site.

Environment D

guctransfer.co.uk

No designated biodiversity, ancient
woodland or historic environment

sites withinthe site.

Site is mainly low-quality grassland
habitats and arable fields butincludes
hedgerows. Furtherassessmentneeded
to determine importance of hedgerows
and trees present.

Close to a smallnumber of residential
properties and allotments.

Site would likely be well screened to
the north.

No designated ancient woodland or
historic environment sites within the site.
Alocal Wildlife Site, important forits
hedges and ditches, runs through the site.
The siteis generally open agricultural land
intersected and bordered by hedgerows
andrelatively recent woodland
plantation. Furtherassessment would
be needed to determine importance of
hedgerows and trees present.

Close toresidential propertiesin Slapton,
equestrian facilities and playing fields.
There are two public rights of way running
through the site andrecreational use of the
canaladjacent to the site boundary.

Some intermittent belts of vegetation to
the village edge that may help screen the
proposed water treatment works.

« Nodesignated biodiversity, ancient

woodland or historic environment
sites within the site.

« Thesiteis generally openagricultural

land bordered by well-maintained
mature trees and shrub hedgerows.
Furtherassessment needed to
determine importance of hedgerows
and trees present.

« Watertreatment works site is

located nearalocal sports club
and residential properties.
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Land The siteis not designated but s sited The siteis not designated. o Thesitesforstorage orWTW are
onagriculturalland. East of the siteislocated near to several not designatedland.
Near a small number of residential residential propertiesin Slapton. The « Locatednearacommunity orchard
properties. siteis also near equestrian land. attachedto a housing development.

Engineering Located furthernorth on the Grand Proposedsiteis flat so there’s likely to « Goodaccessavailable fromthe A505.

Union Canal, removing the need for three
additional engineering interventions
further south onthe canal. However, it
would require alonger pipeline route to
the existing reservoir near Luton.
Thereis the potential for less water
treatment to be required if wateris
abstracted at thislocation.

The siteis gently sloped, benefitting
the construction of the storage area
potentially requiring less material to be
imported to and exported off the site.

be excess material to remove from site

during construction of the water storage.

Located further south on the Grand
Union Canal, meaning three additional
engineering interventions on the canal
would be needed. However, it would
require a shorter pipeline route to the
existing reservoirnear Luton.

The areahas weightrestrictions onthe

localroads which couldimpact deliveries

to site and construction.

Would require an additional pipeline to
connect the water treatment works to

the storage at Site H.

Highvoltage lines adjacent to the site.

Goodresilience to future floodrisk.

Considerations
for the storage
only at Site H.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
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If only siting the storage on Site H (as
opposed to storage and treatment works)
the following would be considerations for
Site H:

Fewer operational vehicles would need
tovisit the site

Would require pumping and screening
facilities alongside the storage pond
Landscape and visualimpacts would be
reduced (as compared to also siting the
water treatment works on site H)

Would stillbe developmentin the
countryside but less built development
and potential to develop recreational
and ecological opportunities with the
water storage

Constructing
the scheme

Next steps

We've set out these three site
options examined through this
process. We know each site brings
its own challenges and we’d like you
to provide any information you think
isimportant to inform our selection

of the preferred site or sites to be
developed to detailed design -
including ways we can mitigate any
potentialimpacts to the nearby
communities and environment
from the construction work
we’llundertake.

To read more about our approach
to the site evaluation process,
please see our Site and Route
Evaluation Report.
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What we’ll need to build to store and treat water

To store and treat water before it’s transferred to Affinity Water Existing weir on

customers, we'llneed to build water storage and a new water
treatment works, as well as some supportinginfrastructure.

Taking water from the canal

To take water out of the canal, we'llneed
to build a new weir. This structure consists
of outlets builtinto the canal bank and it
allows us to pipe water from the canalina
controlledway and atalow speed. We'll
carefully considerany potentialimpacts on
canalusers and wildlife and aim to minimise
themasmuchas possible.

If the site that’s selected affects existing
moorings on the canal, these would be
compensated elsewhere, andno overall
mooring willbe lost.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

the Ashby Canal

Transferring water to
the new storage

We'llalso need a new pumping station,
which will help transfer water to the new
water storage. We'll finalise a site and
design for this pumping station as site
selection progresses, buta pumping
stationis typically a single storey building
around 7 metres by 8 metres. You can
find out more about pumping stations
onpages 28 and29.

guctransfer.co.uk
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New water storage

At the new water storage site, we'll store
water abstracted fromthe canalbeforeit’s
treated at the new water treatment works,
located on the same site or a site nearby.

Why is storage needed?

We'll store five days worth of water
beforeit goesthrough the treatment
process. This will allow the transferto
be moreresilient, allowing an additional
bufferbetween waterin the canaland the
waterreaching the new water treatment
works. This means that, should there be
any issues with transferring waterin the
canal, we’llhave anumber of days to
implement other options to ensure we
maintain supply for customers.

What will the new storage

look like?

We don’t yet have designs forthe new
water storage, however, it’s likely to
consist of an earthembankmentup to
amaximum height of around 6 metres
and alikely surface area of around

28 acres. However the actual footprint
willdepend on the topography and
features of the site thatis selected.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
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We'lltry to ensure the finallocation of
the storage has asllittle visualimpact as
possible onthe surrounding area. During
the optionreview process, described
onpages41to 46, we've considered
several factors, including site geology
and proximity of residential properties,
to ensure suitable locations have been
presented as part of this consultation.

The water storage may offer
opportunities to provide wider benefits
forlocal communities as well as
contributing to Biodiversity Net Gain

as part of the whole site.

Water Treatment Works

What will be built?

Anew water treatment works will take
water from the storage site and treatit to
drinking water standards.

We'llneed to develop detailed designs
of the water treatment works but at this
stage but we expect the entire footprint
of the site willbe around 200 metres by
100 metres. Within this areawe’llneed

to site buildings, pipelines and storage
equipment. The tallest equipment will be
amaximum height of 12 metres, but most
of ourequipment will be lower than this.
We'll provide detailed designs of the site
atournext consultation but at this stage
we would like any information you have
that could help us select a preferred site.

guctransfer.co.uk
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Our commitment
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The local environment, landscape

and visualimpact of whichever site is
progressed following consultation,

will be carefully considered during our
development of the scheme’s design.
Any proposals would likely include new
landscape planting that will be designed
to be sympathetic to the surroundings
and complement the environment as
much as possible.

Example of water storage at Daventry

Constructing
the scheme

Next steps

We'd like you to provide any
informationyou thinkisimportant to

inform the development of a detailed
designforthe site, including ways we
can mitigate any potentialimpacts to
the nearby communities.
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Getting water to Affinity customers

What will we build?

Anew underground pipeline, potentially up
to 30kminlength, depending onwhere the
water treatment works and water storage
arelocated, willtransfer treated water
fromthe new watertreatment workstoan
existing covered reservoirnear Luton.

EESEE  Some information
' about the pipeline

= "=
- --' n
e

The pipeline willbe
approximately one metre
in diameter and at this stage, we
expectitwillbe made from steel.
Typically, it willbe buried to a
minimum depth of 1.2 metres from
the top of the pipe. You canread
more about how we’d construct a
pipeline on pages 58 to 60.

Waterwillthen be transferred as clean
drinking water into Affinity Water’s
supply network for customers.

Where will we locate the
pipeline within the corridor?

Using the three sites which may

have greater potential, we identified a
number of broad corridors that we could
potentially use to transfer water fromthe
new water treatment works to an
existingreservoir near Luton.

We propose to construct the
pipeline within our preferred
corridor, which varies in width. As
the project develops, and we come
back to communities for further
consultation, we’llhave defined
anarrower route that will

represent more closely where

we expect the pipe to run.

We carried out early assessmentworkona
number of these corridors, and discounted
several forreasons of constructability. You
canview all of the corridors we identified
onpage 50 and the potential pipeline
corridors we are consulting oncanbe seen
onpagesb5land52.

To read more about how we identified
potential pipeline corridors, please see
our Site and Route Evaluation Report. An aerial view of Luton

Grand Union Canal Transfer guctransfer.co.uk 49
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Identified potential pipeline corridors
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The pipeline corridors

We've identified potential corridors
forour buried pipeline to connect the
scheme to our existing reservoirnear
Luton. The current corridors are the
widest possible areas we would route
the pipe withinand are typically around
200 metres wide. Thisis to help usroute
around any constraints we haven’t yet
identified as we refine ourroute.

Once we know which of the potential sites
presentedin this brochure we'llprogress
to the next stage of design, we’lldo more
detailed assessments and studies to
refine the pipeline corridor further. The
pipeline routes will be consulted on during
our next consultation once a preferred
location forthe water treatment works and
storage has beenidentified.

We'll also conduct extensive surveys

to considerlocal wildlife and the local
areait’llbe placedin. We'll consider any
constraints along the corridor, such as
other utilities, environmental sites or
existing buildings which may determine
where we can or can’t route the pipeline.
This will allow us to strike a balance
between the competing factorswe
have to consider.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
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Common pipeline corridor

Our existing reservoir where we need

to transferthe waterto, is southeast of
Dunstable, near Luton and we looked

at severalroutes through oraround the
town. This areais heavily constrained -
either by the existing development at
Dunstable or by the Chiltern Hills National
Landscape (Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty). Routes through Dunstable have
notbeenprogressed due to engineering
challenges andimpacts onresidential and
business properties.

The common pipeline corridor

Southern section -
our proposals

Our commitment
to the environment

The common pipeline route corridor
therefore passes through the Chiltern Hills
National Landscape. Werecognise the
sensitivities of working within the national
landscape and this willbe animportant
part of ourongoing designwork, as well as
engaging with stakeholdersin the area.

After construction we will reinstate land
toits previous use. In areas of sensitivity,
we also expect to use trenchless
construction techniques toreduce
disruption (you canread more about
these onpages 58 to 60).

Constructing
the scheme

Next steps

To make our decision as to where
we place the pipeline within the
corridor options, we want to find
out yourviews, as well aslocal

communities’ and landowners’
input. We'd like youto letus

know your comments on the
options outlined above, to help us
determine which to take forward
to detailed design.
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*

* Chilterns
National |
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Leisure Gardens

l:l Southern Pipeline Corridor options
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Our commitment to protecting the environment

How will we help to protect
the environment?

We're committed to doing allwe canto
avoid, reduce and mitigate the impact
our scheme willhave on people and the
environment.

As we develop ourplans, we'll carry
out surveys and assessments across
many environmental topics (e.g. water
environment, air quality, noise, climate,
heritage, landscape, and visual impacts)
tohelp usbalance the work we need to
do to provide a sustainable and reliable
water supply while protecting our
environment. This will help us to design
our proposals and how we’ll build them as
considerately as possible.

We want to hear your views about

how we can manage and mitigate the

environmental effects of ourscheme,

Have your say!

and any opportunities it could unlock.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

We’'re working to identify opportunities

to enable the scheme to allow the Grand
Union Canal Transfer to deliver Biodiversity
Net Gain, whichis a way of creating and
improving natural habitats whilst ensuring
existing wildlife and vulnerable species
such aswatervoles are protected. It also
ensures development has ameasurably
positiveimpact (‘net gain’) on biodiversity,
comparedtowhatwas there before the
development began. Opportunities
couldinclude:

Creating additional wetland habitats
that’llintroduce rare plants and
reedbeds, increasing the biodiversity
of thelocal environment

« Consideringhow we can protectand
restore habitats, such as wetland
ponds and open mosaic habitats
(manmade vegetation)

« Additional planting of vegetationin
existing habitats

« Introducing bird and bat boxes
alongtheroute

guctransfer.co.uk 54
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How will we manage and
mitigate the effects of the
scheme?

While the scheme will bring many
benefits, allmajorinfrastructure

inevitably brings withit some impacts. We

aim to avoid, reduce, and mitigate these
impacts and we’ll be gathering extensive

environmentalinformation to identify and
assess the likely significant environmental

effects of the scheme. This process
isknown as an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA).

Northern section -
our proposals

Canal section -
our proposals

Southern section -
our proposals

Our commitment
to the environment

The stages of an Environmental Impact Assessment

O]

Stage1:

The first stage of the EIA for the project
is ‘scoping’ where we’ll present and
agree the anticipated scope and
methodology of the EIA, based on

field and desk studies of the existing
environment, analysis of the proposals
and consultation with key stakeholders.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
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Stage 2:

Once scopingis complete, we'll
prepare a Preliminary Environmental
Information Report which presents

early information of the assessments

to allow stakeholders and the local
community to develop aninformed view
of the likely impacts of the development
before the EIAis complete. We’ll publish
outcomes from this work in the next
formal stage of consultation.

The EIAwill be undertaken alongside
our design work and our consultation
and engagement, soits findings and
conclusions help shape our proposals
ina positive way. Through this process
we’llidentify any “significant effects”
and explore opportunities to avoid,
reduce and mitigate them.

We’ll carry out surveys as part of this
process to help us betterunderstand the
local environment, such as the habitats,
biodiversity, and wildlife around the
sites. Youmay see our surveyors out

and aboutin the area overthe coming
months. While along the canalwe’ll try

to carry out surveys onthe Trust’s land,
wherever possible, however, we'll have

Constructing
the scheme

Next steps

03

Stage 3:

The EIAwill then be presentedinan
Environmental Statement submitted
as part of our application for
development consentin 2026.

toaccessotherlandinthe areatoo. We'll
alsoneedtoaccessandsurveyland for
the pipelines and otherinfrastructure and
we'llbeintouch with any landownersin
advance of surveys to gain the necessary
permission and access to carry these out
inadiscreetmanner.

The preliminary findings of our
assessments will be publishedinareport
at ournext consultation, and the full EIA
forms animportant part of our application.

You can find out more detail about the
applicationprocess onpages 61to 62.
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Rivers Tame and Trent

How will the scheme affect We understand how unique the River River Tame
the River Tame and River Tame and River Trent environments

Trent and Surrounding areas? are, and we've been carrying out some
early work to help build a detailed

OurWastewater Recycling Centre at understanding of what the work we carry
Minworth currently puts 430 million litres out forour scheme might mean for the
of recycled water perday (Mld)indry rivers and the surrounding areas.

weather conditions, with more under
normal weather conditions, into the
River Tame. Our proposals forthe
Grand Union Canal Transfer scheme
mean up to 115 MId of this flow of water
will be treated and transferred through
the canal networkinstead - that’s

the equivalent of approximately
380,000 baths.

We've been carrying out surveysin

and nearto therivers for several years

to betterunderstand how this project
may impact theriver system, as well

as undertaking detailed modelling
tounderstand more about the river
system’s typical flow, and how and why

it fluctuates. This willhelp us to assess the
potentialimpacts of the scheme sowe i
canavoid or mitigate them. River Trent

Grand Union Canal Transfer guctransfer.co.uk 56
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Construction of the scheme

We're stillworking out our detailed plans for where and

how we’ll build the new infrastructure we need and when

we'lldo this. We'll provide more information about how

we'll construct the scheme, and how we’llmanage
impacts, at our next consultation. We'll let everyone

know when this will take place nearer the time.

The diagram below illustrates how we’ll normally
go about constructing the pipeline for a scheme.

What to expect when we construct new pipelines

Open cut technique o Digatrench2 metresto 6 metreswide

Where we're constructing new sections (depending on ground conditions
of pipeline, we'll likely use an ‘open cut’ and construction method)
construction technique. For this, we « Placethe pipeline

typically require a 50-metre working o Where possible carefully replace the

excavated material from the trench
andthelayer of topsoil

¢ Returnthelandtoits previous use, with
the pipeline buried below the ground

width. Within this working width, we’d:

o Checkforburied services andlocate/
divert themif necessary

« Stripbackthe topsoilof anarea
approximately 40mwide

Construction 5 Proposed 5 Construction
boundary Ta pipe T Q boundary
fencing - g)_ = i 1 . g = 5 / fencing
[0 [0}
o 8 3 0

Surface N — Surface
water drain _I m water drain

o} . . . . o}

Q4 Material Construction Pipe Material 05

o = laydown area road working laydown area o =

" v w u

8 area &

2m 7m m 5m 3.5m Varies 2m Varies 3.5m 15m 2m

50m
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Trenchless Techniques

To help reduce disruption during
construction, where we need to cross
railways and majorroads, sensitive
landscapes and waterways, we plan to
use trenchless techniquesinstead of
open cut trenching.

These techniquesinvolve tunnelling
under a constraint, such as ariveror
majorroad, to adepth that prevents
impacts to channelintegrity, habitats,

andinfrastructure. Exactly where we use
trenchless techniques and the specific

techniques we use willbe informed by

ourongoing assessment work, and our
engagement withrelevant stakeholders,
suchaslocal planning authorities and the

statutory environmental bodies.

Northern section -
our proposals

Canal section -
our proposals

Construction work
along the canal

We've already carried out early work to

Southern section -
our proposals

Our commitment
to the environment

There'llbe various factors to consider
when planning the construction
elements of the scheme:

understand the constructionrequirements .

alongthe canalitself,however,

further surveys and engagement with
stakeholders and canal users along the
route will continue to take place to plan

thisinmore detailand to manage impacts

from our work to minimise disruptionto
communities and canal users.

The diagramillustrates how we’ll aim to carry out

the trenchless techniques.

Horizontal
directional drill

Rodsremoval

pit

Grand Union Canal Transfer
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Fencing
Launch

V—\—

Watercourse Pipeline
Pulling

head

Road

Seeking to minimise the impacts of
any construction work on existing
historic structures close by (e.g.
locks, bridges and historic buildings
etc.), as wellas onnearby housing,
gardens and private property.
Considering temporary access to the
sites for construction and any future
access formaintenance required.
Considering the possibility of using
canal-based equipment to carry out
appropriate work.

Railway Fencing

'/
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Next steps

Developing techniques toreduce the
time that the canals and/or towpaths
needtobe closed orrestrictedin
orderto carry out the work.
Managing access to the canaland
towpath during construction will
beimperative to ensure the safety
and wellbeing of both the public
andthe contractors working on site.

Typical horizontal drilling
representation

Horizontal directional drilling
involves the use of a directional
drilling machine, and associated
attachments, to accurately drill
along the chosenbore path and lay
the path for the pipe.

Two working areas are established
on either side of the feature to be
crossed with a pit or shaft created
at each end of the pipeline route.
The directional drilling machine is
guided by the operator to follow
the desired route and is advanced
through the ground until the
machine reaches the reception
shaft at the farend of the route.
Apipeis pulled through the hole
without disturbing the surface.
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Construction timeline

We'll provide more details on the
potential timing of construction workin
the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA). For details about the scoping of the
ElAsee page55.

Whendeveloped, we'llletlocalresidents,
canalusers and businesses know of the
planned construction work, including
when and where they’re due to take
place, inadvance. This will help reduce
the disruption caused by construction
work and allow communities to plan
ahead accordingly. It’simportant to note
we won'tbe undertaking work along the
entire canalroute.

Construction management

We’ll seek to avoid and reduce any
disruption from our construction work and
our plans for doing this will be outlined
within a series of management plans that
we’ll prepare and publish as part of our
application fordevelopment consent.
This willensure we workin line with best
practices and that activities that create
disruptive impacts such as noise and dust
willbe carefully managed and controlled.
These plans willalso include a traffic
management planto help limit disruption
tolocalroads during constructionand
also ensure collaboration withemergency
services.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

Northern section - Canal section - Southern section -
our proposals our proposals our proposals

During the construction phase some
temporary changes may be requiredin
the areas surrounding the work:

o Temporary construction compounds
willbe needed to provide welfare
facilities for construction workers and
to store materials and equipment.

o Accesstracks may needto be created
in some areas where off-road access
isrequired - the land where these
tracks are created will be restored
once workiscomplete.

« We'llalso agree with the local highways
authorities which roads will be available
forconstruction traffic touse.

o |tmaybe necessary to temporarily
restrict the use of the canals and
towpathslocally, inmuch the same
way as the Canal & River Trust currently
undertakes engineering work. This
work will be carefully planned to
minimise disruption to canal users.

We'd like to hear fromyouif

there’s anything you think we
need to know to help develop
our construction plans.

guctransfer.co.uk

Our commitment
to the environment

Next steps
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Next steps

The Development Consent Order process

We currently expect we’'llneed to apply to the government
foraDevelopment Consent Order (DCO)under the Planning
Act 2008 for permission to build the scheme, and not make

planning applications to local councils.

How is planning
permission granted?

This means the scheme must apply fora
DCO to the Planning Inspectorate, who
willappoint a panel of inspectors that
willexamine the application and make
arecommendation to the Secretary of
State (SoS) for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs. The SoS will consider the
Planning Inspectorate’s report and then
decide whetherto approve orrefuse the
development consent. This will confirm
whetherthe scheme can continue
through to the construction phase. It
typically takes around 18 months to

go from submitting an applicationto a
decision beingmade.

T~

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

Although the ultimate decisionwhetherto
approve the scheme willbe made by the
Secretary of State, local consultation plays
animportantroleinthe DCO process.
Before we submit an applicationto the
Planning Inspectorate, we'll carry out our
consultationwith local communities, as
wellas engaging and consulting withlocal
councils and other stakeholders.

Althoughwe’d apply to the government
for permission to build the scheme,
local councils andlocalresidents, and
landowners can be fully involved in the
application processif they'dlike to be.
If the DCO is approved, thenlocal
planning authorities willhave arolein
approving details of the proposals
before construction commences.

guctransfer.co.uk

61



Introduction

to the scheme Have your say

DCO timeline

WWEEIG]
here

Q Pre-application

£318-24 months

First public consultation

o Aconsultation onthe proposals will be held to hear
the views of the local communities.

o We'llpresent the findings of the consultation
and how the feedback’s been consideredin our
Consultation Report.

Project development and Environmental Impact

Assessment

o We'lluse the consultation feedback to further
develop our plans and continue our ongoing
engagement with key stakeholders such aslocal
authorities, landowners and environmental bodies
to help shape the development of the Environmental
Statement (ES) which we'll submit as part of the DCO
application.

« Environmental surveys will be carried out by the team
to understand the potential environmental impacts.
The survey results willinform measures that need to
be taken to avoid, reduce, mitigate and compensate
for potentialimpacts.

Further public consultation

« Afurtherpublic consultation will be held to present
more detailed plans and gather feedback from
members of the public and key stakeholders.

o We'llpresent the findings of the consultationand
how the feedback’s been considered to further
develop ourplans, in our Consultation Report.

Northern section -
our proposals

° Acceptance

28 days

DCO submission
Once our application’s
submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate,
the Acceptance stage
begins.

The Planning
Inspectorate will check
our application meets
all the requirements to
continue through to the
pre-examination stage.

Canal section -
our proposals

Southern section -

our proposals

e Pre-examination

13 to 6 months

If the application
isacceptedfor
examination, people
canregisterasan
‘Interested Party’,
forinstance, if they
have landinterests or
areimpacted by the
scheme. Interested
Parties will provide
written summaries

of their views on our
plans and will be able
to attend examination
hearings.

Apreliminary hearing
willbe held and the
Examining Authority
(who'll carry out the
examination) will
considerhow the
examination stage will
be carried out

You can find more information on the DCO application process on the Planning Inspectorate’s website:

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/application-process/the-process.

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document

guctransfer.co.uk

Our commitment
to the environment

e Examination

fUp to 6 months

During examination,
the Examining
Authority must
considerthe
application.

Interested Parties will
beinvited to provide
more detailed
information to
support theirviews.

The processis
primarily awritten one,
but the Examining
Authority willalso hold
hearings.

° Recommendation

and decision

- Up to 6 months

Following
consideration of
the application, the
Examining Authority
will provide areport
to the Secretary

of State, witha
recommendation to
eitheracceptorreject
the application. This
must happen within
three months of the
examination period
closing.

The Secretary of
State will then have
three months to
issue adecisionon
whetherto grant
the development
consent.

Next steps

e Post decision

5 Up to sixweeks

Once adecisionhas
beenissued, thereis
aperiod of sixweeks
where the decision
canbe challengedin
court.
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Timeline and next steps

Next steps

This consultation will close on Friday

25 October 2024 at 23:59. We'llthen
carefully considerall the feedback
we’ve received and review our plans.

The feedback will also be summarised
inareport that will be published on
ourwebsite. We’lluse community
feedback, along with feedback from
local authorities, environmental bodies
and otherlocalinterest groups to further
help shape our plans for the Grand Union
Canal Transfer. Alongside this, we'll

be carrying outlots of environmental
assessmentwork across the scheme
area and further technical work.

Thiswill be followed by a further

public consultation, allowing plenty

of opportunities to have your say and
comment as the project progresses.
More information on this will be shared on
ourwebsite closerto the time.

You cansignup to keep up to date at
www.guctransfer.co.uk

Grand Union Canal Transfer
Public Consultation Document
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Grand Union Canal Transfer timeline

Our commitment
to the environment

Constructing
the scheme

guctransfer.co.uk

Autumn 2024 2025 Late 2027 - early 2028 2032
« Public consultation on the « Second consultationonthe o Anticipated decision e Constructionand
Grand Union Canal Transfer Grand Union Canal Transfer on our Development commissioning is
\évlednesdayﬂ September - Summer 2025 — Consent Order complete
riday 25 October2024 e Schemebecomes
Summer 2026 )
. ) operational
« Completion of the design
based on environmental
assessment outcomes and
consultation feedback
@ @ @ @ @
Autumn 2024 -
2022 , Summer 2026
' puecemenotnegesan | Submssoncrou
work and feedback from the Development Consent Order
first consultation Winter 2026 -
« Environmental surveys and Summer 2027 2028
assessment, and preparation e Examination period e Appoint contractorto
of Preliminary Environmental of our Development construct the scheme
Information Report Consent Order « Construction begins
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Speak to the team

If you would like to ask any
questions about the scheme,
please feel free to getin touch
with our engagement team:

contact@guctransfer.co.uk
01212705920
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